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cITY MANAGER Yi HAM? > 
NaS 
To the Mayo: Co ncil Me bers and Resident of Claremon 
The annu report y the City of Claremont S hereby submitted for 
the use fac official nd Residents 
g you wil note } the port of divisio unicipal ynting 
of the New ampshit State Commiss on, C aget £0 1967 
daequat for all d art 1 needs 
A change * th urp! ash Ca explained i jlowiNs 
anner: $ 00 was ed to ft duce che te 1967 and ppro- 
priations and revenve overas 1967 prou 4 the tot December 
31, 1967 p 29,5 9.91. yiously> ii, nO ‘i help che 
ax rate 1968 tO ny 2 at exten h this surp 
\tho gh 1967 W not gyuittu ng Be in in yal exP nsion, 
our City did enjoy exellent y the petter™ nomy 
we found our percentas of ud \ yment y tim \ ranging 
from 1.5% 9.0% Une joyed 
At jJast ovr city che start of constr ct vocation 
technical schoo! and hen OP in 1968 W! {4 as to O 
mice a This, © nt was the climax © duo k on th 
{ y peoP to rin’ S a f yity © our 
From {ime ic e the y Council {00 nece y step 
yocee towards the U n Re al pro ect of th Stree’ a a\thoug® 
{his seems to be 4 jong tedious pattle ig the sincere ¢ all con 
cerned that this pr i get off th ground sn 1968 
Through the certed efforts e Clar ycees eautiful 
Wat Memorial was ted r street park, m sur tha 
the © rire CHY join h ssin ritude these 
young en for 4 ty well dO 
our bige plic orks PE ject sta ed W 7 cone 4 was 
awarded {o white Water Bro Reserv9 2 pril, an when 
omp! ed i 68 should dequat ly fill ter Ne for e years 
to come 
ur City sO garded 4 ontra repiace™ water 
transmiss on lines . she neat of th C h i & ti increase 
{ efficiency f ou ater deP qme 
yhrough pousing A ority e tak for Housing for 
the Fiderly ect whic should giso be fruit i 1968. 
It 15 evi yO his reP “ tha our ntinued pr gress 
a sho ad ig time ess deep 2 eciatio our City 
depat ents various poards @ Oo gsions for thet eaication 
and 4 yotion ou pers lly grat f May 
and © C \ for their 2 jstan and § over the past year 
pespectiul se 
Georg Benway 


CITY OFFICIALS 


MAYOR 
Marion L. Phillips - Ward 2 


ASSISTANT MAYOR 
Charles P. Puksta - Ward 3 


CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 


George J. Conides, At-Large Loui Bonaccorsi, At-Large 
Rowena C. Daniels, Ward 1 Chauncey L. Cann, Ward 1 
Sydney Clarke, At-Large Carmine F. D’Amante, Ward 3 


Theodore Monetta, Ward 2 


CITY MANAGER 
George C. Benway 


FULL-TIME OFFICIALS 


Auditor — Ada B. Smalley Tax Assessor — Robert E. Nihill 
City Clerk — Rose Ellen Haugsrud Tax Collector — Patricia M. Gould 
Public Welfare Director — Roland Goyette Treasurer — Katherine R. McElreavy 


Building Inspector — Clifford Lamere, Jr. 


PART-TIME OFFICIALS 


City Solicitor — Robert W. Buckley Milk Inspector — Kenneth N. Staples 
Health Officer — Wilson R. Haubrich Sealer of Weights and Measures — 
Meat Inspector — Wilson R. Haubrich Arthur H. Forrest 


DEPARTMENT HEADS 


Cemetery Superintendent — Cleo A. Hadley Parks and Recreation Superintendent — 
Highway Superintendent — John P. Fennessy Anthony N. Zotto 
Librarian — Benjamin Bontempts Water and Sewer Superintendent — 


Haakon Pederson 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Fire Chief — Paul L. Lovejoy Deputy Chief — William Palmer 
Deputy Fire Chief — Milton S. Haugsrud Asst. Fire Chief — William R. Stringer 


POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Chief of Police — William Lynch Deputy Chief — Donald Michaud 
Det. Capt. — Ernest Fausse 


POLICE COMMISSION 
Robert Blondin, Chairman Edward Tenney II 
Albert B. Valliere, Clerk 


MUNICIPAL COURT 
Judge — Albert D. Leahy Clerk — William C. Nobbs 


PERSONNEL ADVISORY BOARD 
Lawrence E. Ellis Bernard L. Revoir 
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Ralph V. Crosby 


William B. Ferriter, Chairman 
Sam Bayer 


Donald Limoge, Chairman 
Theodore Arel, Vice Chairman 


Robert W. Michaud, Chairman 
George W. Angus 
Robert B. Buckley 
Eugene O. Isabelle 


Robert M. Love, Chairman 
Charles F. Keeley, Vice-Chairman 


E. CHARLES GOODWIN COMMUNITY 


Director — Anthony N. Zotto 
Chairman — Vincent A. Perkins 


Vernard J. Gardner 
William A. Kirn, Jr. 
Morey C. Miles 


Honorine H. Bourdon, Chairman 
Malcolm F. Carr 
Donald Clarke 


George C. Benway 


Theodore A. Monetta, Chairman 
Mrs. Virgina Meloney 

Mrs. Theodore Yurek 

Mrs. Malcolm Carr 


Vincent Perkins, Chairman 
Miss Gertrude Freeman 


CITY OFFICIALS 


TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC FUNDS 


Romas J. Bissonnette 
Henry C. Hawkins, Jr. 


BOARD OF HEALTH 


Irving H. Crandall 
Wilson R. Haubrich 
Honorine H. Bourdon 


ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 


Arthur T. Forrest. 
John Isham 
Louis LaRiccia, Secretary 


INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL 


William A. Kirn, Jr. 

Henry N. Patten, Jr. 

Melvin C. Rowe 

Albert J. Severens 
Kenneth D. Whipple 


HOUSING AUTHORITY 
William L. Gaffney, Clerk 
William Kirn Jr. 
Harold L. Woodward 


CENTER 


Treasurer — Harold L. Woodward 
Secretary — Marjorie R. Zopf 


Members of the Commission: 
Marion L. Phillips 
Bertha S. Rice 
John P. Zerba 


PLANNING BOARD 

Arthur T. Forrest 

Paul Williams 

A. J. Maranville 
Ex Officio Members: 

Clifford Lamere, Jr.. 
Theodore M. Monetta 


FISKE FREE LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
Mrs. Robert Buckley 
Mrs. Hazel Lord 
Mrs. Rowena C. Daniels 
Edward S. Aaron 
Leslie Currier 


TOLLES HOME TRUSTEES 
Mrs. Charles Knuckey 
Mrs. Robert Stevens 
Anthony Zotto 
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DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING 
STATE TAX COMMISSION 


Concord, New Hampshire 


July 3, 1968 


George C. Benway 
City Manager 
Claremont, New Hampshire 


Dear Sir: 


Submitted herewith is the report of an ex- 
amination and audit of the accounts of the City 
of Claremont for the fiscal year ended December 
31, 1957, which was made by this Division in 
accordance with the request of the City Council 
and City Manager. Exhibits as hereafter listed 
are included as part of the report. 


Scope of Audit 


The accounts and records of all city of- 
ficials charged with the custody, receipt and dis- 
bursement of city funds were examined and 
audited. Vouchers and cancelled checks were 
compared with supporting invoices and payrolls. 
All payroll checks issued during the year were 
examined and an examination of a_ sufficient 
number of vouchers and checks to satisfy the 
requirements of accepted standards- of audit 
procedure was made. Receipts were checked 
by source insofar as possible and totals of re- 
ceipts and expenditures verified. Book balances 
were verified by comparison with reconciled 
bank balances made from statements obtained 
from depository banks. Verification of uncol- 
lected taxes was made by mailing notices to 
delinquent taxpayers as indicated by the Col- 
lector’s records. The amounts of uncollected 
and unredeemed taxes as indicated in this report 
are therefore subject to any changes which may 


Increase in Long Term Indebtedness: 


ce necessitated by the return of verification 
notices. 


Comparative Balance Sheets (Revenue Accounts): 
December 31, 1966—December 31, 1967: 


(Exhibit A-1) 


Comparative Balance Sheets (Revenue Ac- 
counts) for the fiscal years ended December 31, 
1966 and December 31, 1967, are presented in 
Exhibit A-1l. As indicated therein, the Current 
Surplus decreased by $19,832.49, from $49,422.40 
to $29,589.91 in 1967. 


Analysis of Change in Current Financial Condition: 
(Exhibit A-4) 


An analysis of the change in the current fi- 
nancial condition of the City during the year is 
made in Exhibit A-4, with the factors which 
caused the change therein. 


Balance Sheet—Non-Revenue Accounts: 
(Exhibit A-2) 


A Balance Sheet, as of December 31, 1967, 
of the Non-Revenue Accounts (Bond and Note 
Funds) is included in Exhibitt A-2. 


Comparative Statement of Appropriations and 
Expenditures—Estimated and. Actual Reve- 
nues: 


(Exhibits A-5 & A-6) 


Comparative statements of appropriations 
and expenditures, estimated and actual revenues 
for the fiscal year ended December 31, 1967, 
are presented in Exhibits A-5 and A-6. As in- 
dicated by the budget summary (Exhibit A-6), 
a revenue surplus of $8,692.37, plus a net un- 
expended balance of appropriations of $3,440.14, 
resulted in a net budget surplus of $12,132.51. 


The long term indebtedness of the City (including Municipal, Water 
and School Debt) increased by $325,300.00 in 1967, as shown herewith: 


Bonds & Long 
Term Notes: 


Balance 
Outstanding 
December 
31, 1966 


Municipal $ 456,850.00 
Water 645,000.00 
School 997,000.00 


$2,098,850.00 


$ 483,250.00 $ 157,950.00 


Balance 
Outstanding 
Issued Paid December 
1967 1967 31, 1967 
40,628.50 $ 416,221.50 
483,250.00 42,321.50 1,085,928.50 
75,000.00 922,000.00 


$2,424,150.00 
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Statement of Long Term Indebtedness: 
(Exhibit L) 


A statement of the outstanding long term 
municipal and water indebtedness as of Decem- 
ber 31, 1967, showing annual debt service require- 
ments, is contained in Exhibit L. 


Levy of 1966 

Taxes Assessed—Current 

Year’s Levy $2,097,137.21 
Taxes Collected—Current 

Year’s Levy $1,799,772.09 
Taxes Abated—Current 

Year’s Levy 6,157.30 
Uncollected Taxes—Current 

Year’s Levy 291,207.82 


Tax Collections: 


Tax collections (exclusive of State Head 
Taxes) of the current year’s levy compared to 
taxes assessed, for the years 1966 and 1967, 
were as follows: 


Percent Levy of 1967 Percent 


$2,217,472.99 


85.8%  $1,951,988.02 88.0% 
3% 8,358.50 4% 


13.9% 257,126.47 11.6% 


$2,097,137.21 100% $2,217,472.99 100.0% 


As of December 31, 


1967, there were un- 


collected prior years’ property taxes as follows: 


1965 
1964 
1963 
1962 
1961 
1960 
1959 


$3,398.64 
1,010.87 
2,231.03 
422.70 
199.47 
45.53 
287.74 


It is recommended that these uncollected 
taxes be reviewed and those which appear as 
uncollectable, be abated, including uncollected 
poll taxes for the years 1964, 1965 aud 1966. 


Water Department: 


It is recommended that the subsidiary Ac- 
counts Receivable Ledger be reconciled to the 
Control Account periodically. 


Attention is called to R.S.A. 33: 7-b to the 
provisions regarding loans in anticipation of 
Federal Funds which require that such loans be 
repaid no later than two years from date of 
issue. 


Conclusion: 


The provisions of Chapter 184, of the Laws 
of 1955, require that this report or the summary 
of findings and recommendations (letter of 
transmittal) shall be published in the next an- 
nual report of the City 


We extend our thanks to the officials of the 
City of Claremont and their office staffs for their 
assistance during the course of the audit. 


Yours very truly, 
O. Maurice Oleson, Director 


DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNING 
STATE TAX COMMISSION 


O. Maurice Oleson 
Frederick E. Laplante Auditors 
Stephen D. Plodzik 


Laurence M. Bean K : 
John J. Durr, Jr. ccountants 
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Council Highlights of 1967 


a 


SS 


SSS 


\Members of the Claremont City Council listen attentively to a member of the andience at a 
From left to right they are: Frank D’Amante, 


public hearing. 


Chauncey Cann, Theodore 


M. Monetta, Mrs. Rowena Daniels, Assistant Mayor Charles Puksta, Mayor Marion Phillips, 
City Manager George C. Benway, Sydney Clarke, Loui Bonaccorsi and George Conides. 


The Claremont City Council faced a variety 
of new problems in 1967. Major topics of 
discussion and sometimes heated debate ranged 
from urban renewal programs to a taxi cab 
parking space. The Claremont TV Claremont 
Corporation controversy which began at the end 
of 1966 raged on into the middle of 1967. Many 
codes and regulations necessary for Federal 
acceptance of local programs for urban renewal 
and other government programs were studied. 
Councilors grew impatient with the State High- 
way Department over a proposed Washington 
Street highway improvement project. Off street 
downtown parking discussion and negotiations 
occupied a segment of council meetings at the 
end of 1967. There was a variety of topics 
discussed, many problems weighed and in the 
final analysis many resolutions and motions 
passed for the betterment of the city. 


The year for the Council began with a 
special meeting to consider the problem of the 
Claremont TV Cable Corporation. Late in 1966, 
the company sent out a letter to it’s subscribers 
recalling capital contribution certificates and 
informing subscribers that the rates would be 
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increased. At the December 14th, 1966 meeting 
Councilman George Conides said that he felt 
the letter was in contradition to the Cable 
Company agreement with the city. A motion 
was passed at that meeting to authorize City 
Solicitor Robert Buckley to send a letter to the 
company to inform them that the Council was 
aware of the letter and that if the rates did 
not remain the same, the license of the com- 
pany would be terminated by the Council as of 
January 11th, 1967. 


At a special meeting of the Council on 
January 4th, Attorneys Jacob Shulins and Richard 
Duncan represented the company and said that 
they were willing to discuss the problem. As- 
sistant Mayor Charles Puksta moved that a 
proposal made to the Council in December to 
increase the rates of the Claremont TV Cable 
Corporation with proviso’s be neither approved 
or disapproved by the Council until a public 
hearing was held. The proviso’s of the motion 
were that the company increase it’s monthly 
service’ charge for subscribers holding capital 
contribution certificates from 3.90 to 5.95 and 
to cancel all capital contribution certificates 
by giving such subscribers a monthly credit of 
$1.05 against such increase for a period of 60 


Cable controversy. 


City Council (Continued) 
months following institution of the proposed 
increase so that the $125 capital contribution 
certificates will have no further value or rights 
attached to them after the 60 month period. 
The motion passed unanimously. 


Attorney Shulins then asked the Council to 
meet with the members in executive session. 
Councilor Loui Bonaccorsi moved that there be 
an executive session. The motion was defeated 
with a majority of the Council stating that it 
felt the meetings should be open to the public. 
The company announced that the deadline for 
the surrender of capital contribution certificates 
would be March 10th, 1967. 


The Cable Corporation topic was not dis- 
cussed again until the regular March 7th meet- 
ing. At that meeting Mayor Marion Phillips 
read a proposal made by the Company regarding 
rates. Assistant Mayor Charles Puksta moved 
that the rate increase request from the company 
be denied and that the City Solicitor and City 
Manager George C. Benway be authorized to 
pursue the legal action deemed necessary to 
protect the interest of subscribers in compliance 
with terms of the lease agreement with the city. 
The motion passed 7-1. 


City Solicitor Buckley then suggested that 
there be a form prepared so that each certificate 
holder would have a receipted protest against 
the action of the Cable Company. The form 
was to be used by those persons surrendering 
the capital contribution certificates to the com- 
pany. The Council advised that the form be 
published in the paper and available at City 
Hall for those persons desiring a receipted protest. 

On March 28th at a special meeting called 
for the main purpose of discussing the Joy 
Manufacturing Company resolutions, the Council 
adjourned into executive session to discuss the 
When the Council recon- 
vened, Assistant Mayor Charles Puksta moved 


_ that the City Manager and City Solicitor follow 
_ the direction of the City Council vote on March 


into the city of Claremont. 
suspended so that the Council could hear the 
| proposal of Mr. Thurber. 


7th relative to the Cable matter. The motion 


passed 7-1. 


The problem of the Cable company increase 
in rates was dormant as far as the Council 
discussion was concerned for about two months. 
However, during this time agroup of cable sub- 


_ scribers was meeting to discuss solutions to the 


increase in rates and recalling of capital con- 


- tribution certificates. 


However, in May at the regular meeting, 
the Council’s attention was once again directed 
to the problem when John Thurber of Springfield, 
Vermont appeared to request that he be granted 
a license to bring wired or cabled television 
Council rules were 


Mr. Thurber told the Council that he and a 
Mr. Chabot offered the following: a rate of 
$3.95 a month if a $100 installation fee was 


paid or a rate of $4.95 per month if an installa- 
tion fee of $19.60 was made; that they would 
bring five channels into the city and that they 
would like to discuss their proposals further 
with the Counncil. A committee was appointed 
to meet with the two men and to file a report 
on that meeting. 


On June 14th, Mr. Meersman of the New 
England Telephone Company appeared to explain 
that company’s proposal in regards to furnish- 
ing television cable service to the city. The 
Council did not act on his proposal. However, 
at the conclusion of the meeting of the Council 
for that evening, Assistant Mayor Charles Puksta 
made a motion that City Solicitor Robert Buckley 
be instructed to write a report on the cable 
controversy which would comprehensively state 
the legal position of the City of Claremont, 
the Council and the affected people of Claremont 
relative to the dispute. He also moved that 
recommendations be made by the City Solicitor 
concerning avenues of redress available to the 
parties affected. He asked that the report be 
submitted to the Council at the regular July 
meeting. 


At the July meeting the letter from Mr. 
Buckley was read. It stated, in effect, that 
the matter of the increase in rates was between 
the Claremont TV Cable Corporation and _ it’s 
subscribers. He said that if the subscribers 
wanted to bring court action against the com- 
pany because of the rate increases, the City of 
Claremont could enter the action as a third 
party agent to attempt to protect the subscribers 
rights. He said, however, that the Council had 
no legal basis for initiating the action. This 
was the last time the matter was discussed by 
the Council during 1967. 


Urban Renewal plans and avenues of im- 
plementing codes necessary to be qualified for 
acceptance of federal funds also occupied a con- 
siderable amount of the Claremont City Council’s 
time in 1967. 


The Executive Director of the Claremont 
Housing Authority Tom McCarthy appeared be- 
fore the Council in January and asked that a 
resolution be adopted by the Council pertaining 
to filing applications for Urban Renewal as a 
first step towards implementing programs in 
the city. Assistant Mayor Charles Puksta of- 
fered the resolution for the implementation of 
plans. It stated that the Council approve the 
undertaking of surveys and plans for an urban 
renewal project and that an application with 
the Federal Government be filed. The cost of 
the surveys and plans for the urban renewal 
area was set at $131,440. The resolution passed 
unanimously. 


It was also brought to the attention of the 
Council at this meeting that to obtain Federal 
Funds there were some codes needed for the 
city. The specific code discussed at the January 
meeting was a plumbing code. The council 
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City Council (Continued) 


submitted the idea of such a code to committee 
for study. 


City Manager George C. Benway was au- 
thorized at the January meeting to purchase the 
Herbert Dorion property on North Street, a 
property to be included in the LaCassse Park 
Urban Renewal Project. Dorion had informed 
the Council he was willing to sell the property 
to the city for $7500. Benway was authorized 
to buy it on behalf of the city providing the 
property had clear title and the building was 
vacant. 


At a special meeting of the Council on 
January 26th, Mrs. Honorine Bourdon, Chairman 
of the Claremont Planning Board requested that 
the City Council consider a resolution authoriz- 
ing the board to hold public hearings on sub- 
division regulations. The matter was laid on 
the table for more study and clarification. The 
sub division regulations had been drawn up by 
the Planning Board prior to this request. The 
regulations mainly effected developers and set 
up rules governing sub division of land. 


At the February 10th meeting, Tom Mc- 
Carthy, Executive Director of the Claremont 
Housing Authority, sent a communication to 
the Council regarding action on the matter. 
Sub division regulations were also required to 
obtain Federal funds. There was a discussion 
on who should hold the public meetings, the 
Claremont City Council or the Planning Board. 
A motion by Councilman Sydney Clarke that 
the Planning Board be authorized to hold public 
meetings on the matter was defeated. Council- 
man Frank D’Amante then requested that there 
be an exceutive session between the two groups 
to discuss the regulations and it was agreed 
the groups would meet February 14th. 


At the special meeting on February 15th 
for the main purpose of holding a public hearing 
for the proposed city budget published at the 
beginning of this report. Claremont Housing 
Authority Executive Director McCarthy again 
urged that the Council take prompt action on 
the sub-division regulations. A public hearing 
on the regulations was then set by the Council 
for March 28th. 


On March 15th, at a special meeting a 
resolution was passed which authorized the 
execution of a grant agreement between the 
city and the Federal Government. It passed 
unanimously and paved the way for a stronger 
drive to get the city’s house in order so that 
federal funds could be granted. City Manager 
George C. Benway informed the Council that 
in order to qualify another step to be taken was 
completion of a neighborhood analysis. Benway 
was authorized to spend $1,000 for the com- 
pletion of the survey. 


A public hearing on the sub-division regu- 
lations was held on March 28th with only one 
person appearing to question the Council about 
them. He was Rodney Webster, a realtor and 


developer. The regulations were set up spe- 
cifically to govern rules of setting up housing 
developments. The regulations were placed on 
first and second reading. 


At the regular April meeting the sub-division 
regulations were passed by the Council on 
third reading after some discussion by Council 
members. 


On June 14th, the Council rescinded the 
resolution passed at the January 11th meeting 
pertaining to urban renewal and passed a new 
resolution. This was at the request of the Hous- 
ing Authority because the first resolution had 
not been in order. City Solicitor Robert Buckley 
then brought up, before the vote on the resolu- 
tion, a conflict of interest on the part of a 
councilor. He pointed out that Councilman 
Frank D’Amante owned property adjoining the 
proposed urban renewal project area and sug- 
gested he ask to be excused from voting. 
D’Amante agreed and gratiously did so. 


On August 9th, 1967, City Manager George 
C. Benway was authorized by the Claremont 
City Council to borrow $60,000 for the North 
Street project in the urban renewal district. 


At the regular September 13th meeting 
the Claremont Housing Authority submitted a 
resolution for consideration by the Council. It 
was relative to a Housing Project for the Elderly. 


The Council, after hearing the Housing for 
the Elderly plan passed two resolutions unani- 
mously. One approved the Housing Authority’s 
filing of an application for a preliminary loan 
from the government of $15,000 for surveys 
and plans. The second resolution passed ap- 
proved applications of ‘the provisions of Sec- 
tion 23 of the U.S. Housing Actsotmel9s7ea-> 
amended. 


On November 8th, Housing Authority Chair- 
man Robert Love requested that the Council 
consider, relative to adoption, a resolution au- 
thorizing the execution of a so called coopera- 
tion agreement with the housing authority as 
required by the Federal Government in programs 
providing low cost housing for the elderly. The 
cooperation agreement in effect states that the 
Housing Authority will be allowed to pay a 
certain amount of money to the city each year 
in lieu of taxes and that the city agrees to ac- 
cept the housing project. 
and unanimously adopted. 


At the December 13th meeting there was 
a request from the Planning Board that there be 
changes in the city’s zoning ordinances. Mrs. 
Honorine Bourdon appeared before the Council 
and explained the changes proposed in the or- 
dinance. There was to be two public hearings 
by the board before it was to come back to the 
Council for consideration and a public hearing. 
That will occur in 1968. 


It was explained © 


| 


It was also suggested © 


at this meeting that the Council consider a 


plumbing code. 


eee 
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City Council (Continued) 

Authority Director Tom McCarthy was referred 
to a committee which was set up. Their recom- 
mendations were to be brought in at the January 
1968 meeting. 


The Claremont Housing Authority and the 
city also received a workable program certificate 
for urban renewal and federal fund qualifica- 
tions during 1967. 


Another topic of discussion during 1967 
was the proposed Washington Street highway 
reconstruction project. The first phase of the 
project would be from the Broad Street Bridge 
to the section of Washington Street near the 
Veteran’s Cleaners. During 1967, the Council 
waited patiently and then impatiently for plans 
to be presented for approval by the State High- 
way Department. The Council after sending 
letters to Floyd Avery expressing it’s dismay 
at a long delay in presentation of plans finally 
got plans promised in March on September 
27th from the State Highway Department. The 
Council approved the second of five designs for 
the Washington and North Street intersection 
for the four lane highway off Washington Street. 
A public hearing on the project for public ac- 
ceptance was finally set for January 1968. 


The Claremont City Council in 1967 was 
also concerned with a request in regards to 
more off street parking in the downtown Clare- 
mont area. The request for Council considera- 
tin of the matter came from the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Mayor’s Committee on Down- 
town Beautification. It came in April. Both 
groups recommended that the Broad Street off 
street parking plan be extended on either end 
of the American Legion Parking lot and that 
money from the parking fund be used for the 
purpose. City Manager Benway told the Council 
that he had attended several meetings and that 
this was the most feasible area of the city for 
such a project if the Council desired to under- 
take it. He was then authorized by the Council 
to investigate the cost of properties, if they 
were for sale, the cost of development of such 
an area and to report back to the Council. 

On May 10th Benway reported that two of 
the persons owning property in the area were 
not interested in selling. He reported, however, 
that the John Meloney property which would 
provide 29 spaces was for sale for $42,000 
which had to be paid before November 1, 1967. 
He also said that the M.D.M. Corporation had 
not yet made a commitment but would reply by 
the next meeting. On May 18th Benway in- 
formed the Council that the M.D.M. Corporation 
would sell it’s property for $17,000. The matter 
was laid on the table for the next regular meet- 
ing. However, in July, the Council again post- 


poned the matter to the August meeting. 


In September Samuel Heller of the Chamber 
of Commerce appeared before the Council and 
urged the members to take immediate action 
on the purchase of three parcels of property. 
The cost would be $59,000 for the properties 
and $12,000 for the cost of demolition and 
$10,000 for resurfacing. Councilman Loui 
Bonaccorsi then moved that the Council pur- 
chase the properties for use as off street park- 
ing areas. There was some discussion with 
some Councilors objecting. Bonaccorsi then 
removed his motion and the Council set a public 
hearing for October 11th on the subject. 


Many persons attended the October 11th 
meeting and the consensus of those present, 
many of whom were merchants, spoke in favor 
of the Council purchasing the property. Coun- 
cilman Charles Puksta then offered an alternate 
plan that the Menard property on Middle Street 
be purchased and could be developed. The 
cost, he indicated would be $60,000. 


Councilman Bonaccorsi then offered a mo- 
tion to borrow $81,000 for acquisition and con- 
version of the Broad Street properties into off 
street parking spaces. Councilman Puksta then 
offered an amendment that the figure be lowered 
to $60,000. The amendment was defeated 6-1. 
The motion passed 5-2. However, the subject 
was to come before the Council again. 


On October 18th, a special meeting was 
called to explore ways of financing the Broad 
Street parking area without using city tax 
money. Three proposals were introduced and 
one was accepted. 


On October 27th, there was another special 
meeting to deal with this subject. This was 
called after John Meloney withdrew his offer 
to sell the property to the city. City Solicitor 
Robert Buckley suggested that the city termi- 
nate its consideration of this site because the 
Meloney interests no longer desired to sell their 
properties at that time. All matters pertaining 
to off street parking were then tabled with only 
two dissenting votes on the motion. 


It was in 1967 that the Claremont City 
Council received the resolutions pertaining to 
the new Joy Manufacturing Company plant in 
order that a payment could be made in lieu of 
taxes to the city. The Council on March 28th 
passed two resolutions. One stated that the 
Claremont Industrial Development Corportion 
deed was accepted by the city. The other 
stated that the city accept as gifts the machinery 
and equipment located in or to be located in the 
new plant which included a clause about lease 
of the equipment dated October Ist, 1966. Both 
passsed unanimously. 


In 1967 the Claremont City Council passed 
a resolution dealing with broad based taxes 
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by a 7-2 vote. The resolution stated “Be it 
resolved that the City Council hereby petitions 
the New Hampshire General Court and pleads 
for the enactment of legislation which will pro- 
vide substantial relief from the increasingly 
appressive burden upon the Claremont property 
taxpayers.” They also asked that the proceeds 
from such a tax be distributed to cities and 
towns for the purpose of reducing local pro- 
perty taxes. Councilman Frank D’Amante voted 
against it saying he was in favor of an income 
tax. Councilman Puksta also voted against it 
and said he would file a minority report. 


In April of 1967 the Claremont City Council 
awarded a contract to the Warner Brothers 
Construction Company of Sunderland, Massa- 
chusetts for the construction of White Water 
Brook Reservoir Two for $649,933. On May 
10th, City Manager Benway was authorized to 
prepare a bond issue in the amount of $483,250 
for the cities share of the cost of construction 
of White Water Brook Reservoir Two. A pub- 
lic hearing was held at a later date with no 
oposition to the bond issue. The government 
had already indicated in 1966 that they would 
pay half the cost of the construction of the new 
Claremont reservoir under a Federal program. 


A 


The Council in 1967 rejected a proposal 
renewed by the Humble Oil Company to rezone 
land on West Pleasant Street for a station. It 
accepted and approved, however, a petition by 
Bob Schneider, Incorporated to rezone land on 
Arthur Street from residential to industrial A, 
with proviso’s. 


The Claremont City Council was also con- 
cerned in 1967 with the dumping of fill and trash 
into the Sugar River. Numerous letters were 
sent to George McGee, head of the Water Re- 
sources Board, discussing the problem which 
came to light when two state agencies requested 
the help of the city to prevent people from 
dumping in the Sugar River. Mr. McGee, in a 
letter to the council, cited a law which was ef- 
fective on July 21st, 1967. He suggested that 
the city contact Mr. Healey of the Water Supply 
and Pollution Control Commission and request 
from him that the Health Officer be appointed 
a state agent to act locally on problems per- 
taining to dumping of fill and other materials 
in the Sugar River. This was done in October. 


The Claremont City Council also had a 
great deal of discussion concerning a parking 
space for taxi cabs in front of the Moody Inn. 
The problem was finally resolved when the 
Council accepted and approved a report from 
the Traffic Committee that there be no spaces 
in the area of the Moody Inn designated taxi 


cab spaces and that the parking spaces in front 
of the Moody Inn from the bus stop to the 
Tumble Inn be changed to parallel parking 
spaces. 


The Claremont City Council accepted the 
Joy Manufacturing Company plants on Main 
Street as a gift to the city in December of 1967. 


In other action in 1967, the Council ac- 
cepted Memorial Drive, Neilson Street, Durham 
Avenue, Langseth Avenue and Stringer Lane as 
city streets. It also sent a letter to President 
Johnson relative to the imports in the textile 
industry requesting that tariff be held at a fair 
level. 


The Council, in 1967, voted to appropriate 
$1,000 for the Jaycees War Memorial Project 
for Broad Street Park. It also went on record 
as supporting the American League champion 
Boston Red Sox. 


The Council also acted in 1967 to extend 
hours at the Claremont City Dump in the summer. 


Renting of space in the Joy Manufacturing 
Company plant on Main Street began in October. 


The Council met with the School Board and 
School Building Committee to discuss plans for 
a new school which was eventually defeated by 
the voters in 1967. 


The Council also discussed many other pro- 
jects and problems ranging from tree removal 
projects to future plans for the city services 
and people of Claremont. 


In November, a new Claremont City Council 
was elected to begin serving in January of 1968. 
Elected to the new Council were: Rowena 
Daniels and Donald Limoges, Ward One; Theodore 
Monetta and Rodney Webster, Ward Two; 
Carmine Frank D’Amante and Charles Puksta, 
Ward Three and William Boudette, Sydney Clarke 
and Donald White, Councilors at large. 


The members of the 1967 Council were: 
Mayor Mrs. Marion Phillips, Assistant Mayor 
Charles Puksta, Councilors Frank D’Amante, 
Theodore Monetta, Chauncey Cann, Rowena 
Daniels, Sydney Clark, Loui Bonaccorsi and 
George Conides. Chauncey Cann, Loui Bonac- 
corsi, George Conides and Mrs. Marion Phillips. 
did not seek re-election in the November election. 


On December 28th, the Council received 
the proposed budget for 1968. When Mayor 
Phillips rapped down the gavel at the conclusion 
of the meeting, she ended 18 years of elective 
service in the city. For many of the new Coun- 
cilors, it was the beginning of their elective years 
of service to the city and the year 1968 promised 
to be a hectic and educational one. 
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Claremont Firemen, under the Connecticut Valley Mutual Aid System, was one of numerous Twin State Valley 


Fire Departments that responded to aid the Springfield, Vermont Fire Department in fighting the biggest educa- 
tional facility fire at the completed, but not yet occupied, Springfield High School. 


TWO PERSONS died in a bell alarm fire 
here in the city of Claremont on April 8th, 
1967. 79 year old Napoleon Chamberlain and 
67 year old Oscar Gover died when the Broad 
Street Inn was razed by fire in the early morn- 
ing hours. The fire apparently was caused by 
a gas explosion in a stove in one of the ef- 
ficiency apartments in the inn. Firemen used 
the new Snorkel truck to good advantage to 
keep the fire contained. Another occupant of 
the hotel and a policeman suffered smoke in- 
halation in the blaze. There were no _ other 
injuries. 


Claremont Firemen had a busy year in 1967. 
There were other major fires within the city, 
and they also responded to numerous Mutual 
Aid fires including the one at the new, but un- 
occupied Springfield High School in Springfield, 
Vermont. There were over 14 fire departments 
at that fire including the Claremont Fire De- 
partment. However, because of an apparent lack 


of water pressure. the building could not be 
saved. 


The Mutual Aid system was set up in this 
region so that fire departments could call on the 
region’s other departments for help without 
thought of cost. Fire departments on both sides 
of the Connecticut River belong to this com- 
pact which allows a department to call on an- 
other without being billed for the help by the 
lending community. 


Other bell alarm fires here in Claremont 
included numerous small fires at the Moody 
Inn which were apparently set off by an alleged 
arson. On July 25th, through the work of 
Deputy Fire Chief Milton Haugsrud who had 
been set up at the Moody Inn to find out the 
cause of the small fires in it, 74 year old William 
LaTour was arrested and arraigned in Claremont 
District Court on a charge of arson. He pleaded 
innocent and was sent for observation to the 
State Hospital. However, he died before he 
could be brought to trial. 


Firemen also fought a fire in one room and 
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the boiler room of the Del-E-Motel. They also 
responded to a bell alarm at the Kenneth Lane 
chicken farm on the Charlestown Road in 
January. There was also a bell alarm fire at 
the Lionel Jarvis home on Twistback Road in 
1967. 


Firemen were also busy in 1967 searching 
various buildings throughout the city when a 
rash of bomb scares were called into various 
localities. The first bomb scare came in Feb- 
ruary and was for the Stevens High School 
Gymnasium where a dance was in _ progress. 
There were many more to follow and both fire 
and police were called out each time to check 
the buildings in question. 


In 1967, the Claremont City Council voted 
to allow City Manager George C. Benway to 
carry over $1,000 from the 1966 Fire Depart- 
ment budget to 1967 to allow the firemen to 
purchase a new alert system. The Firemen’s 
Association had already received a donation of 
$1,000 for the system and had asked that the 
Council match the figure so that they could 
begin to acquire the necessary amount of boxes 
for the system. At another subsequent meet- 
ing, the Council voted another $1,000 for the 
system. The Plectron System enables firemen 
to be reached directly at their homes through 
a base system at the station and a receiving 
set in firemen’s homes. The department pur- 
chased 27 of these units and the base station 
in 1967. They provide better coverage for the 
department and also enable firemen to go di- 
rectly to a fire rather than stopping at the sta- 
tion to see where to go. There is also a system 
in the Joy Manufacturing plant on the River 
Road because over half of the department’s 
call firemen work for the company. 


The roof of the fire station was repaired 
in 1967, and there was work done to the up- 
stairs floor of the station. The upper floor was 
completely repainted and the floors were re- 
finished. The firemen in 1966 and 1967 also 
had a project of their own. The men, with 
material from the city, on their own time re- 
modeled the kitchen in the station. 


In 1967, Deputy Chief George Morin re- 
tired from the department. He had been with 
the department since 1938 when he had become 
a call fireman. In 1946 he became a regular 
fireman and was appointed deputy chief in 1964. 
He was replaced by William Palmer after all 
those interested in the position were interviewed 
and tested. Charles Fletcher joined the depart- 
ment as a regular fireman to replace Palmer. 


There are 13 regular firemen in the de- 
partment and Chief Paul Lovejoy. There are 
about 38 call men, but there has been some 


problem with call men in that more than 50 
percent of them are employed by the Joy Man- 
ufacturing Company which is now located on 
the River Road. Chief Lovejoy says that at 
times the distance could mean a precious loss 
of time. There were some 21 bell alarms in 
1967 and some 327 calls. These have been 
broken down into Wards by the Fire Chief. 
There were 127 calls and 8 bell alarms in Ward 
Two. There were 109 calls and 12 bell alarms 
in Ward One and there were 91 calls and 3 bell 
alarms in Ward Three. 


The Fire Deprtment receives about 350 
calls a month. Some of these are for informa- 
tion and permits, some for washing down gas 
from accidents and others for lookouts and 
smoke investigations. These are not computed 
with the calls for fires of all types. 


In 1967, Fire Chief Lovejoy also indicated 
to the Claremont City Council that there might 
be need for a sub station in the Claremont 
airport area of the city. He said it had been 
recommended by the Board of Underwriters, 
and that he felt the city was expanding; cer- 
tainly industrially in that region. The matter 
was referred to the Safety Committee of the 
Council for study and they have recommended 
it also. There had been no action taken on the 
issue by the end of 1967. 


The firemen were involved in training ses- 
sions in 1967 both as pupils and as instructors. 
They attended some sessions with the State 
Fire Marshall and then were instructors at the 
County Home, the hospital and the Claremont 
Nursing Home. They taught personnel use of 
fire extinguishers and also taught them methods 
of quick evacuation of patients. 


The firemen retimed all of the bell alarm 
boxes in the city in 1967 and also re-laid some 
5 miles of alarm system wires. Some private 
alarm systems were installed and connected to 
the fire alarm system at the station during the 
year. There were some replacements of present 
boxes and wires and some extension of the 
present fire alarm system. 


The Fire Department also inspected all busi- 
nesses and blocks in the city and also inspected 
all of the schools during the year. During Fire 
Prevention Week the firemen took the Snorkel 
to all of the elementary schools and included 
the demonstration of the Snorkel as part of 
the program on fire prevention. This visit to 
the schools during Fire Prevention Week is a 
yearly event. Films are shown and the firemen 
instruct the children on safety methods in the 
home. A _ Barnes, Rouillard and MacPherson 
Insurance Company agent usually accompanies 
the firemen and distributes fire hats and badges. 


The department is headed by Chief Paul 
Lovejoy. He was appointed chief in 1964. There 
are two deputies. They are Milton Haugsrud 
and William Palmer. Palmer replaced George 
Morin during 1967 when Morin retired. 


There were no major equipment purchases 
made in 1967 for the Fire Department. 
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In Memoriam—Officer Keith Mayo—November 29th, 1967 


THERE WAS a steady increase of police 
activity in 1967 according to Claremont Police 
Chief William J. Lynch. Police cruisers traveled 
over 1,000 more miles investigating some 400 
more complaints and some 30 more accidents 
than they did in the previous year. 


Police Chief Lynch noting the significant 
increase in demands for police services recom- 
mended to the Claremont City Council that they 
consider hiring two dispatchers for the night 
shifts to free two of the trained officers for 
outside work. This request was approved in 
the 1968 budget. 


The department, however, was able to keep 
crime within bounds despite the increase in 
activity. Chief Lynch said that there was a 
decrease in the number of vehicular arrests be- 
cause of continued strict and fair enforcement 
of the road driving laws. There was however 
an increase in the number of accidents, but a 
decrease in the number of highway fatalities. 
Only two persons died in motor vehicle acci- 
dents in 1967. Five had died in accidents in 
1966. There were some 371 accidents com- 
pared with 346 for 1966. In 1965 there were 


289 accidents. This substantiates the large in- 
crease in police activity and the need for the 
two dispatchers to free trained patrolmen. There 
were 137 persons injured in accidents in 1967 
compared with 116 in 1966. 


The addition of the third police vehicle 
was praised by Chief Lynch in his report. The 
1966 City Council had approved the purchase 
of the third vehicle, a station wagon. He said 
that the vehicle was a tremendous asset to the 
department. The three vehicles traveled a total 
of 147,361 miles in 1967 in the course of in- 
vestigating 6,783 complaints of all natures, 371 
accidents, providing emergency transportation 
to the state hospital and checking some 4,360 
vacant homes for Claremonters on vacation. 


There were 107 serious crimes in Claremont 
in 1967 and 32 were cleared by arrest. Chief 
Lynch said that because of this low crime clear- 
ance rate it was obvious that steps had to be 
taken to alleviate the problem. The Claremont 
Police Commission then, with this problem in 
mind decided that it was necessary to have a 
full time Department of Investigation and iden- 
tification. The Commission promoted in 1967 
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Sergeant Ernest Fausse to the rank of Detective 
Captain and appointed him to work full time on 
investigation and related problems. 


There were other changes in personnel in 
1967. Patrolman Isadore Fluery was appointed 
Sergeant and Donald Cross was appointed a 
regular patrolman on November 2th, 1967. 
Officer Charles Fletcher resigned from the Police 
Department to join the Claremont Fire Depart- 
ment. 


Captain Frank Desmarias retired from the 
department in 1967. The officers and men of 
the force took the opportunity to honor Desmarias 
and two other retired officers with a testimonial 
dinner. The other two honored were Dona 
Greenwood, a former patrolman and Charles 
Blake, a former sergeant. 


The entire force was saddened on November 
29th, 1967 when Officer Keith Mayo was killed 
in an automobile accident. He had been the 
department’s Firearms Training Officer and had 
recently brought honor to the department with 
his shooting skills. On August 30th, 1967 he 
had won four medals at the 35th meet of the 
New England Police Revolvers League at North 
Attleboro, Massachusetts. He had also been 
awarded the Frank J. Paholek Trophy on that 
date for the highest aggregate score. Another 
officer, Paul Harrison also competed in the tour- 
nament and he received two medals in his 
class. It had been the first time that Claremont 
officers had competed in the meet and it was 
the first time that the Paholek Trophy had ever 
been out of the state of Massachusetts. It was 
also the first time that a New Hampshire of- 
ficer, in competition with officers from 15 other 
states and the F. B. I., had brought such an 
honor home. The men of the Claremont Police 
Department late in 1967 started work on a Po- 
lice Firing Range for the city of Claremont. 
In a united, concerted effort the men cleared 
land and are setting up the pistol range. They 
are striving to obtain the high marksmenship 
goals set by their former officer Keith Mayo. 
The field is to be dedicated upon completion 
and will be known as the Keith Mayo Memorial 
Pistol Range. 


Another officer brought honor to the Clare- 
mont Police Department in 1967. Officer Albert 
Bergeron, who joined the department in 1966, 
was honored by the Claremont City Council 
and Police Commission for what was termed 
his heroic action during the Broad Street Inn 
fire. He was credited with saving the life of 
33 year old John Baker in the fire on April 8th 
when he carried Baker out of the blazing build- 
ing without regard for his own safety. Both 
had to be treated for smoke inhalation. Bergeron 
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was given a letter of commendation from the 
Council and was later awarded a medal for his 
action at ceremonies at City Hall. The medal 
was presented by Commission Chairman Robert 
Blondin. 


There was a marked increase in other areas 
of activity within the department in 1967. There 
were some 40 juveniles arrested on various 
charges with some 16 the previous year. There 
was a decrease in the number of arrests in 1967. 
There were some 1022 arrests during that year 
compared with the 1965 total of 1236. 


The department is manned by seventeen 
members. One is a police woman clerk. There 
are also special and school officers. The de- 
partment also has use of the auxiliary units 
of R. E. A. C. T. and of the Five Watters. 
Members of these organizations gratiously vol- 
unteer their services from time to time. They 
have aided in street patrols at Halloween and 
at other special imes. 


The Department has a governing body com- 
posed of three Police Commissioners. In 1967 
these commissioners were Chairman Robert 
Blondin, Albert Valliere and Edward Tenney 
the Second. 


Police Chief William Lynch, in submitting 
his report for 1967 said “I wish to thank all 
who have in any way contributed toward mak- 
ing our jobs a little easier. The co-operation 
we have received from other departments with 
the city as well as those from outside the city 
has been excellent and we are grateful for it. 
I wish to thank the members of my department 
for a job well done during the past year.” 


Highway Department 


——————— 


new bridge is nearly completed in this picture. 


WORK ON THE so called Joy Road, which 
extends from the Charlestown Road to the River 
Road, was begun in 1967 and nearly completed 
before the cold winter temperatures stopped 
the project. The Claremont City Council in 
1966 had authorized the building of the road 
and had included $140,000 in a bond issue for 
the road. It is also being financed by TRA 
(Town Road Aid) A Funds. Work began on the 
project in May. Seven men from the Claremont 
Highway Department and other temporary help 
did most of the work on the project. There 
was hired equipment used also in building the 
road. The only portion of the road which re- 
mained to be completed in 1968 was the final 
grading and surfacing. The city also had to 
gain a right of way over the Boston and Maine 
Railroad tracks. 


During 1967 the Highway Department also 
finished the Airport Hiil Project with TRA 
funds remaining from the previous year. Myrtle 
Street was also completed in 1967 with final 
surfacing applied. 


In August, Middle and Pearl Streets were 
hot topped by the Cold River Hot Mix Incor- 
porated. It is a form of emulsion seal. 


One of the major road projects here in the City of Claremont during 1967 was the building of a 
new Lottery Bridge over the Sugar River in West Claremont. 


One of the huge abutments of the 


During the month of July many city streets 
were resurfaced. Some streets were circumvented 
awaiting completion of the Water and Sewer 
Department project which involved tearing 
up roads in the center of the city to replace 
existing water lines. Streets that were resur- 
faced in 1967 included Belmont, Chase, Chestnut, 
Cross Road, Elm, Chestnut Hill, East Green 
Mountain Road, East Mountain Road, Edgewood 
Drive, Grandview, Hartford, Juniper Hill, Maple 
Avenue, Plains Road, North Street, Old New- 
port Road, Slab City Road, Thrasher Road, First 
and Second Streets. Elm Street, Maple Avenue 
and the Plains Road were pea stoned, the others 
were oiled. 


New sidewalks were installed in some areas 
of the city. There were new sidewalks installed 
on Winter Street, Maple Avenue and Vine Street 
and others. 


The Annual Spring Clean-up by the High- 
way Department was not carried out in 1967 
because of the volume of work to be done by 
the department. The Fall Clean-up was con- 
ducted, but because of a very early snow sea- 
son, some of the final pick up had to be done 
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Over $80,000 was spent in 1967 by the City of Claremont to renovate and remodel the Fiske Free Library. The 


library had to be closed for some periods of time during 1957 while workmen, shown above, worked on refur- 


bishing the structure. 


THE FISKE FREE LIBRARY put on a new 
face in 1967 when over $80,000 worth of reno- 
vations to the library were completed. The 
rather dismal basement was turned into a well- 
lighted, beautifully decorated center for young 
and old alike. There was the building of a 
Children's Room in the basement section and 
the rest of the area was turned into a lecture 
room, a display room and a staff room. A 
special entrance was made on the Chapel Street 
side of the library so that the children would 
have an entrance of their own and would not 
have to go through the main library. The large 
community center room in the basement is com- 
pletely set up with equipment for film showing 
and lectures. It was first used in October of 
1967 when Miss Rudkin of Canterbury had a 
book review session for the general public. 

The renovations also cleared the main floor 
of the children’s items and therefore, created 
more space for adult books and sections. The 
entrance and main lobby were completely reno- 
vated. There was a new charging machine in- 
stalled, and a section for music appreciation 


was set up. The well lighted spacious area is 
highlighted with green carpeting. The Women’s 
Club also donated new drapes to the library 
when the renovation was completed. 


Many Claremonters attended the open house 
at the remodeled library in November of 1967. 
During the open house, many local sculptors 
and artists displayed their works. 

The new librarian, George Horvath, who 
had ben appointed to the post in Jaunary of 
1966 resigned his post in the latter part of 1967 
to assume a new position. He was replaced - 
by Benjamin Bontemps, a former English teacher. 


Circulation of books decreased in 1967 from 
52,012 to 44,848. However, the library had to 
be closed for many days during the renovation 
work and this accounts for some of the decrease. 
There were 510 new adult users in 1967 and 
314 new cards were issued to children. Any 
Claremonter may use the Fiske Free Library 
free of charge. 

The library added some 1,183 new adult 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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while crews were busy clearing roads of snow. 


For the first time in 1967, Highway Super- 
intendent John Fennessy ordered six carloads 
of salt for winter use in one order. This was 
because the department was able to store the 
salt out-of-doors. It was a fortunate event, 
because the salt was needed in considerable 
amounts early in the season. From November 
lst to December 13th alone the department 
reported seven storms causing hazardous driv- 
ing conditions. During this period the depart- 
ment used 407 tons of salt and 978 yards of 
sand. Normally, during the same time period 
the department would use from 60 to 100 tons 
of salt. By ordering it by the carload, the de- 
partment saved 85 cents a ton. All of the first 
shipment was used and before the winter was 
over, two thirds of another six carload order 
was used. 


The major storm problem in November of 
1967 was not snow but ice control. The storms 
were termed unusual throughout the state in 
that they caused very slippery conditions over a 
long period of time. The storms were expensive 
to the Highway Departmnt because of extra 
help need, materials used and overtime paid. 


In December, the major problem was ice 
control rather than snow removal. There were 
several storms during the month. The biggest 
storm was on December 28th when some 14 
inches of snow fell on the city. Some 321 tons 
of salt were used and 867 yards of sand. 


The late winter months of the 1966-67 sea- 
son, January and February were used by the 
Highway Department to carry out routine road 
maintenance and repair work because of mod- 
erate temperatures and little snow. There were 
clean up and snow removal operations and 
this with the “January thaw’ alleviated many 
snow banks and snow piles in the city. Only 
5 inches of snow fell in January with some 34 
inches in February. 


Eighteen inches of snow fell during March 
and the Highway Department crews were kept 
busy cleaning up from the last of the winter’s 
onslaught. Drainage crews were busy turning 
water and unclogging drains and ditches as well 
as replacing some broken catch basin covers. 
Cold patching was, for the most part, a full time 
operation during the month due to the severity 
of the Spring frost heaves. 


In April, the Highway Department continued 
cold patching the roads. The sidewalks were 
swept clean of dirt and sand applied during the 
winter months and the department started some 
grading and leveling on the city’s gravel out- 
roads. Numerous signs were erected by the 
department during the month in various loca- 
tions of the city. 

In May, gravel roads were graded and 
chloride was applied. In addition dust control 
operations were carried out on Myrtle Street and 


Airport Hill. Routine Spring maintenance was 
the main order of business for the men of the 
department. 


In June, street lines and crosswalks were 
painted. Some streets were oiled. Myrtle Street 
required 2600 gallons of oil and Jackson Street 
used 1400 gallons. 

City streets were resurfaced in July. 

During the month of August Middle and 
Pearl Street were hot topped. Mowing the out- 
roads was another order of business for the 
department and signs, guard posts, traffic signs 
and other markings were replaced when necessary. 


In September penetration was applied to 
Airport Hill. Many other routine duties were 
performed in preparation for the winter. 

During October, the highway crews con- 
tinued routine maintenance and put in many 
long hours on the Joy Road. 


John Fennessy has been the head of the 
Highway Department since 1956. There are 
fourteen men and a full time clerk employed 
by the department. 


Fiske Free Library 
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and young adult books to the stacks in 1967. 
Three hundred and twenty-eight children’s books 
were purchased and added to the stacks. 


The Fiske Free Library received over $9,800 
in 1967 from the state of New Hampshire to 
buy reference and non fiction books. The money 
was awarded to Claremont because of it’s par- 
ticipation in a lending library arrangement. 


The program for retarded children begun 
in 1966 continued in 1967. Each Friday, the 
children in the Retarded Children’s Classes are 
brought to the library. During their visit, the 
children either view films or hear stories read 
by Mrs. Ina Leahy. Mrs. Leahy operates the 
special program. 

There are six librarians at the library. This 
includes the head librarian. There are also two 
part time student aids that are now paid for 
their services. Prior to 1967, all students worked 
at the library on a purely volunteer basis. 


The library has a governing body of nine 
library trustees. During 1967, Mrs. Howard 
Swin resigned as chairman of the board because 
her family was moving from the city. She was 
commended by the Claremont City Council for 
her excellent work on behalf of the library. 
She was replaced by Theodore A. Monetta. The 
trustees are appointed by City Manager George 
C. Benway with Council approval. Two are 
chosen from each ward and there are three at 
large trustees. 
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pleted work on Claremont’s new White Water Brook Reservoir Two in 1967. Here, crews are 
shown beginning clearing operations at the dam site. 


TWO MAJOR PROJECTS were partially 
completed by the Water and Sewer Department 
in 1967. New water transmission lines were 
laid in the center of the city and work began on 
White Water Brook Reservoir Two. 


The City of Claremont in 1966 had applied 
to the Federal Government for assistance on 
cost of construction of White Water Brook 
Reservoir Two. The government approved the 
request saying it would pay for half the cost of 
construction. In 1967, then, the Claremont City 
Council authorized City Manager George C. 
Benway to issue a $483,250 bond issue to pay 
the city’s share of the cost of construction. 
The bid was awarded on April 26th, by a unani- 
mous vote of the Council, to the Warner Brothers 
Construction Company of Sunderland, Massa- 
chusetts. They had submitted the apparent low 
bid of $649,933. The company almost imme- 
diately started construction. Approximately 60 
percent of the work was completed in 1967 
and according to Water and Sewer Department 
Superintendent Haakon Pederson, the reservoir, 


when completed, will increase the city’s water 
storage supply by 170,000,000 gallons to a total 
of 411,000,000 gallons. 


The LaMay Construction Company of Old 
Saybrook, Connecticut was awarded the bid 
by the city for the other large project under- 
taken in 1967. The Council in 1966 had au- 
thorized a bond issue of $250,000 to replace 
water transmission lines in the compact area 
of the city. The replacement of lines began in 


1967 and was nearly completed during the year. | 


Some 20,000 feet of old cement pipe in the 
heart of the city was replaced. Some of the old 
pipe had been installed in 1888 and 1889. New 
cement lined cast iron pipe ranging from six 
inches to sixteen inches was installed. Some 
17,000 feet of the new pipe was installed in 
1967 leaving the remaining 3,000 feet to be 
installed in 1968. According to Pederson, these 
new and bigger pipes will increase fire protec- 
tion by some 30 percent of the city. The Coun- 
cil also approved the spending of $6,750 addi- 
(Continued on Page 28) 
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Claremont and area students toured the hospital where many rooms were renovated and an addition was added. 


This was one of the groups on Career Day. The hospital continues to expand and remodel. 


TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY-THREE build- 
ing permits were issued by Claremont’s build- 
ing inspector in 1967 for major construction 
and additions with over $2,472,951 being spent 
here in the city. 

The largest single permit issued for the 
year was for $1,016,000 for cost of construction 
of Claremont’s new vocational technical institute. 
The new school, which is pictured on the cover 
of this report, is slated to begin classes in Sep- 
tember, 1968. 

The building inspector’s year runs from 
April Ist, 1967 to April Ist, 1968. It was a year 
in which there were many new homes and apart- 
ment buildings were built and there were also 
many additions made to existing business and 
industry. 

The Joy Manufacturing Company on the 
River Road added a cafeteria to it’s new com- 
plex. There was also an addition to the New 
England Telephone Company and to the Howe 
Motors on the Charlestown Road. There was 
a new addition to the I. G. A. Store. The Bap- 
tist Church also continued to enlarge and built 


another addition on the church at the corner 
of Central and Main Streets. 


There were new apartment buildings con- 
structed here in Claremont in 1967. Modern 
town houses were built by Pine Crest Realty off 
the Charlestown Road. New town houses were 
built by A and M Realty on Park Avenue and 
Contractor Rodney Webster built some modern 
apartment complexes on Myrtle Street. 


There was also an addition built and re- 
modeling done at the Claremont General Hospital 
during 1967. 

Thirty-seven new homes were built in Clare- 
mont in i967. These private, single dwelling 
homes were built in various locations of the 
city. The homes were built principally by the 
Hardy Brothers and Michaud and Decker Firms. 

Building Inspector Clifford Lamere continued 
his war on junk cars in 1967 with over 200 
being removed from various sections of the city. 
Lamere was assisted by the Claremont Police 
Department in this job. 


(Continued on Page 28) 
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Lamere is also responsible for various in- 
spections apart from his job of scanning plans 
and issuing permits. He conducted many in- 
spections in search of various building or other 
infractions during 1967 with many of the other 
department heads of the city. He also is re- 
sponsible for visiting sites of construction and 
remodeling as part of his job. 


During 1967-68 three codes were established 
here in the City of Claremont. They were a 
Plumbing Code, an Electrical Code and a book 
of Sub-division Regulations. Both the Plumbing 
and Electrical Codes were adopted and adapted 
from the National Codes regulating these two 
groups of skilled men. The Sub-division regu- 
lations set up rules for the division of land and 
the re-development of it. The Sub-division 
regulations are of main concern to contractors 
and developers. 


The Plumbing Code set up a licensing board 
for plumbers that wish to work in the city. 
Members of the board are Nicholas Marro, 
master plumber; Alfred Lambert, journeyman 
plumber; and Dr. Wilson Haubrich, health of- 
ficer. 


These codes were enacted by the Claremont 
City Council to comply with Federal regulations. 
Acceptance of these codes by the Council freed 
the way for Federal funds to be invested in 
the community for such projects as urban re- 
newal and the housing for the elderly. How- 
ever, Building inspector Lamére said that in 
many instances he has had to order removal 
of plumbing and wiring from homes because it 
has not been done properly. He said that these 
regulations will help to alleviate this problem. 


Lamere is also an ex-officio member of 
the Planning Board. The Board headed by Mrs. 
Honorine Bourdon was responsible for the work 
done on the lengthy sub-division regulations. 
The board is currently working on a new pro- 
posed zoning ordinance for the City of Clare- 
mont. This should be presented to the Council 
for it’s consideration in 1968. Members of the 
Planning Board are: Mrs. Bourdon, chairman; 
Donald Ciark, Paul Williams, Malcolmn Carr, 
Arthur Forrest, A-J Maranville Junior, Clifford 
Lamere, Councilman Theodore M. Monetta and 
City Manager George C. Benway are all ex 
officio members. 


Claremont might be interested to know 
that any remodeling job over $100 is to be 
approved by the Building Inspector and a permit 
is to be issued. 


Clifford Lamere Junior was named Clare- 
mont’s first building inspector in June, 1965. 
City Manager George C. Benway and the Clare- 
mont City Council thought that there was the 
need for such a position because of the growth 
in the city. During the past two years almost 
$7 million worth of building permits have been 
issued by the building inspector’s office. If 


this is any indication of the growth potentiality 
of the city there may be a need for an industrial 
agent. The proposal is now under considera: 
tion by the Claremont City Council. 


The volume of work done through the build- | 
ing inspector’s office certainly indicates that 
there is a growing indication that Claremont is 
expanding not only industrially but also economi- 
cally as well. | 


Water and Sewer Department ~ 
(Continued From Page 26) 


| 
tional cost for a water pipe to be suspended 
under the Broad Street Bridge after some prob- 
lems arose over replacing current lines in present 
locations. 


The Water and Sewer Department personne) 
in 1967 laid some 4000 feet of new water mains. 
Forty-six new services were laid and 247 ser 
vices were re-laid. There are now 69 miles. 
of water mains in use in the city of Claremont. 
There are also six reservoirs with the White 
Water Brook Reservoir Two currently under 
construction. | 


The water consumption for the year in the 
city of Claremont was 415,300,000 gallons ad 
reservoirs and 30,000,000 gallons from the Clarke 
well for a total of 445,000,000 gallons. EY 
averages 1,210,000 gallons of water per day. 
This showed a marked increase over water use 
in 1966 when the average daily consumption 
was 1,197,000 gallons. 


Total recorded percipitation for 1967 was 
35.24 inches. This was 1.10 inches below the 
53 year average of 36.34 inches per year. 


The Claremont City Council in 1967 ap. 
proved the spending of $28,400 to update 4 
Whitman and Howard Survey of sewage treat: 
ment facility needs of the city. The survey, 
currently being conducted, is to include West 
Claremont. 


The Sewer Department activities in 1967, 
were mainly those of yearly maintenance. Some 
1600 feet of new mains were laid bringing the 
total footage to 157,000 feet or about 33 miles. 
Twenty-two new services were laid and 5 new | 
manholes were built. | 


During 1967, some 288 million gallons of: 
sewage were treated at the sewage plant and’ 
3,801,800 cubic feet of gas was generated. | 


Haaken Pederson has been the head of the 
department since 1948. There are approximately 
14 others working either full or part time B) 
the department. 
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Claremont youngsters are awarded prizes in the Bicycle Parade held in the summer of 1967. 


The event was 


co-sponsored by the Claremont Chamber of Commerce and the Claremont Parks and Recreation Department. 
Fire Chief Paul Lovejoy, representing the Chamber, is shown awarding prizes to happy youngsters. 


THE NEWLY REMODELED GOODWIN 
Community Center was officially opened on 
February 16th, 1967 with open house ceremonies. 
Anthony Zotto, Superintendent of Parks and 
Recreation, said that the opening signaled the 
resumption of all previous center activities and 
saw the addition of more programs. The entire 
Parks and Recreation Department, he said, saw 
increased use of existing programs and interest 
in new program initiated in 1967. 


Mr. Zotto in opening his report to the peo- 
ple of Claremont on his department activities 
for the year said “The Recreation and Parks 
program and facilities in Claremont are pro- 
duced for and by the people with effective help 
from their local government. Only the citizen 
Knows his vital needs and only he can express 
his wants. Only after he has determined to 
do something to help meet those needs and 
wants, does his government join in an effort 
to meet them for him. The year 1967 saw many 
of the same activities that the department had 
conducted for many years, as well as many 
new activities added.” 


Girls and boys basketball were conducted 
from December through March at the Goodwin 
Community Center. There were 10 teams reg- 
istered in the girls program and 12 in the boys 
program. The season for both boys and girls 
culminated with a local tournament. The teams 
which had played all season were given an 
opportunity to compete for divisional titles. The 
Twin State Basketball Tournament was played 
here in Claremont with 26 teams from various 
communnities competing in three divisions. 


The basketball season is followed by the 
baseball program. There are two programs, 
one for boys 8 through 12 and one for boys 13 
through 15. Over 200 boys participated in 
this program which is divided into two divisions, 
the Little League and the Babe Ruth League. 
This season culminated here in Claremont with 
the Little League Tournament for the region 
with nine communities competing. The Babe Ruth 
Tournament was also played in Claremont with 
10 teams competing. 


Other sports programs conducted by the 
department in 1967 included men and women 
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adult volleyball leagues, a men’s softball league, 
a horseshoe club and the summer swim teams 
for both boys and girls. The horseshoe league 
was reorganized in 1967 with 8 teams in a 
schedule of games throughout the summer. 


The Claremont Parks and Recreation De- 
partment has both an indoor and an outdoor 
pool. The outdoor pool was the site of the 
Annual New Hampshire Recreation Society Swim 
Meet in 1967. Twelve communities competed 
in this meet. The Claremont Swim team in 1967 
also competed in the Annual Twin State Swim- 
ming and Diving Championships held at Hanover. 
The Claremont team placed third in the event. 


The outdoor pool was open the last week 
in June and had an approximate attendance of 
15,000 for the summer months. Learn to Swim 
and life saving courses were connducted at the 
outdoor pool. Many meets were held at the 
outdoor pool including the New Hampshire 
Recreation Society Swim Meet and there were 
dual meets conducted at 10 a. m. in the morning 
on Sundays during the summer of 1967. This 
made it possible for the pool to be open to the 
general public later in the day. 

Approximately 23,015 persons used the in- 
door pool during 1967. This figure, however, 
is based on total paid attendance and does not 
include those who participated in the Learn to 
Swim program, the junior and senior lifesaving 
course instruction, the women attending womens 
classes, the women in the swim and stay fit 
classes nor the free admissions occasionally 
given to playground children in the summer. 


The Claremont School Department also made 
use of the pool for special class children in 1967. 


The Swim and Stay Fit program for women 
was begun in 1967 and was conducted three 
mornings a week. About 40 women participated. 
The indoor pool was also used for swim team 
practices throughout the summer months. The 
total attendance at the pool then would total 
approximately 30,000 a year. 


There are also wading pools for smaller 
children at both the indoor and outdoor pools. 


The tennis courts at Monadnock Park were 
used a great deal during 1967. Many persons 
used the courts during the summer and the 
Stevens High School Physical Education pro- 
gram used the courts for it’s tennis team during 
the school year. 


Approximately 150 boys and girls were 
participants in the Learn to Ski program con- 
ducted by the department at the Claremont 
Country Club during the 1967 winter season. 
The rope tow was also in operation throughout 
the skiing season. There was also ice skating 
facilities at Monadnock, Barnes and Moody Parks 
during the winter months operated by the Center. 
There was also a skating rink at the Goodwin 
Community Center. 


Activity in the Goodwin Community Center 


which had been curtailed at times in 1966 while 
the building was being remodeled, resumed 
anew in February 1967 after the formal open 
house ceremonies of the remodeled center. There 
were organized programs for the youngsters 
in cooking, crafts, square dancing, and folk 
dancing. There were table games of pool and 
ping pong for the youth also at the center. The 
Center was also used during 1967 by many 
civic groups for weekly or monthly meetings. 


In 1967 the Claremont School District was 
granted the use of another room in the center 
to conduct a class for special children, bringing 
to two the number of special classes being held 
ine thescenter 


The Goodwin Community Center was again 
selected in 1967 by the American Youth Hostlers 
Association for overnight accommodations. About 
12 groups used it during the summer. 


Various equipment owned by the Parks and 
Recreation Department was loaned out to va- 
rious organizations in the community during 
the year. This included the public address 
system, the projector and some sports equip- 
ment. 


The Parks and Recreation Department of 
the City of Claremont also allowed persons 
from outside the city to make use of some of the 
city facilities. The Springfield, Vermont Recrea- 
tion Department was granted use of the center 
and pool. The Springfield swimming team used 
the pool for team practices for ten weeks. The 
Newport Recreation Departmentt was also al- 
lowed to use the pool facility. The Newport 
Department, which was recently established, 
used the pool for a swimming program involving 
about 150 youngsters for about 10 weeks. 


The parks in the system were also used 
during 1967 by groups other than those spon- 
sored by the department. Moody Park was 
used by the Girl Scouts for their day camping 
program. Barnes Park was used by the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association for a fund raising soft- 
ball game. The Claremont Soccer Club used 
Monadnock Park for it’s games. Stevens High 
School Athletes used Monadnock Park for foot- 
ball, baseball, track and tennis. The Stevens 
Athletic Department also used Barnes Park for 
baseball and Moody Park for cross country. 
St. Mary High School used Barnes Park for 
its baseball and soccer games. Moody Park 
was also used by many individual groups for 
outings. 

The department also had many _ special 


events during 1967. These included the Christ- - 


mas display in Board Street and Lacasse Parks. 
The nativity scene in the park was erected by 
the Parks and Recreation Department. The Fire 
Department decorated the giant Christmas tree. 
The Center also conducted the annual ski and 
skate exchange, distributed to us for the un- 
derprivileged children at Christmas and also 
assisted low income families with food and cloth- 
ing donations during the holiday season with 
donations from Beta Sigma Phi, the Baptist 
Philathea, the Jaycee Janes, Claremont Paper 
Company and many individual donors. 
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The Center also assisted the Claremont 
Chamber of Commerce in co-sponsoring a bike 
parade, bike hike and fall foilage bike hike. 
The annual Fourth of July display of fireworks 
was sponsored by the department. Members 
of the Community Center staff assisted the 4-H 
clubs in field events and games at the County 
Home and Cornish Fair. The Stevens High 
School Booster Club and Kiwanis were assisted 
by the Center in conducting teenage dances. 
The Center also assisted the Claremont Senior 
Citizens Club in conducting weekly meetings 
and holiday parties. 


The American Band again conducted a series 
of ten concerts during the summer months. All 
but one was performed in Broad Street Park. 
One was played at the Monadnock Park Fourth 
of July celebration. 


During 1967, the playground supervisors, 
assistant supervisors and life guards attended 
a one day workshop in Bristol sponsored by 
the New Hampshire Recreation Association. 


Civic organizations helped to beautify the 
cities parks and recreation facilities in 1967. 
The Women’s Garden Club decorated the Center 
during the Christmas season. The Garden Club 
also planted flowers and shrubbery around the 
Memorial to war dead in Broad Street Park. 
The Men’s Garden Club planted flowers around 
the base of the statue and placed flower boxes 
on the Broad and Main Street Bridges. They 
also placed flowers in the bullpen in Tremont 
Square, and the island on the corner of Pleasant 
and West Pleasant Streets. 


There were some improvements made by 
the department and there were some equipment 
purchases made in 1967. A new rotatiller and 
edger was purchased. Two new line markers 
were bounds. Gates were installed at the en- 
trance to Moody Park by the New Hampshire 
Fence Company. A new backstop was built at 
Barnes Park. Four horseshoe courts were made 
at Barnes Park. Six fireplace units and six 
picnic tables were added at Moody Park. A 
new large mowing machine, a Gravely, was 
purchased. A small mower was also purchased 
for the department. Three new swing benches 
were installed. One at each playground. Four 
fiberglass locker room benches were purchased 
for the outdoor pool. Two hundred feet of 
firehose was purchased for flooding the ice rinks. 
Cement flooring was installed under the shelter 
at Barnes Park. The City Council agreed to 
the selective cutting of trees at Moody Park. 
The cutting was done opposite the playground 
area. 


New drapes and shades were purchased for 
the Goodwin Community Center. A new floor 
buffer and a new pool table were also bought. 
The third floor room at the Center was paneled 
and other rooms were painted during the sum- 
mer months. New glass doors for the Center 
and indoor pool were installed. Shields were 


installed on the front steps of the Center as 
windbreakers during the winter. A new toilet 
was installed on the third floor. An electric score- 
board was purchased for the baseball program. 

Monadnock Park and Barnes Park playing 
fields were limed and fertilized by Agway at 
the end of the playing season. 

The Claremont School Board sent five boys 
to work in the department during the summer 
of 1967 as part of a work study program which 
is aided by the Federal Government. The local 
government is only responsible for 25 percent 
of the salary. 

Mr. Zotto, in speaking of upkeep said, ‘‘con- 
stant wear and tear on the sports fields, play- 
grounds and facilities from morning until night 
by the public, various organizations, Claremont 
School Department, St. Mary School Department 
and recreational programs, requires constant 
maintenance to keep the facilities in a_ safe, 
playable condition. The department maintains 
all the areas that are used. That includes ball- 
fields, playgrounds, picnic areas, the pools and 
parks. During the winter months, maintenance 
crews maintain and supervise the skating rinks 
and also made necessary repairs.” 

Mr. Zotto also said that vandalism was 
again quite prevaient in 1967 throughout the 
parks. He said that the ski hut installed at the 
Country Club was vandalized so badly that it 
was not possible to put it back for the winter 
season. 


He also listed improvements that are needed 
for the department in the near future. These 
include repairs to the roads at Moody and 
Monadnock Parks, new bleachers, the need of 
a ballfield at Moody Park for the youngster 
and the need for toilet facilities at the top of 
Moody Park. He also said that the tennis courts 
needed to be resurfaced and repairs should be 
made to the deck of the outdoor pool. He urged 
that considerations also be given to developing 
picnic areas and sports fields at the outdoor 
pool area. 

Vincent Perkins, Mrs. Marjorie Zopf and 
Vernard Gardner were reappointed to the Good- 
win Community Center Commission and Mrs. 
Cynthia McKee was appinted to fill the vacancy 
left by the death of Mrs. Bertha Rice. 

Zotto attended the National Recreation 
Congress in Miami, Florida and a two day work- 
shop for the mentally retarded during 1967. 
He also attended monthly meetings of the New 
Hampshire Recreation Society held at various 
localities in the state. 

Mr. Zotto, in concluding his report for the 
year 1967 said, “I wish to thank members of 
the city government, GCC Commission, Clare- 
mont School Board, and city departments for 
the cooperation and help extended to this de- 
partment. I would also like to thank the staff 
members and the many volunteers. We are 
sincerely grateful for their dedicated interest 
and help. We are confident that with the help 
of the people of Claremont, the department of 
Recreation and Parks will enjoy continued 
growth.” 
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One of Claremont’s oldest cemeteries is pictured above. 


WILLIAM LEWIS assumed the _ superin- 
tendency of the Cemetery Department in 1967 
replacing Cleo Hadley who retired. Lewis has 
been employed in the department for 12 years. 
Hadley retired after 20 years of service to the 
city as head of the Cemetery Department. 


The number of burials in 1967 showed a 
marked increase over 1966. There were 199 
burials performed by the Cemetery Department 
in 1967 compared with 162 in 1966. One hun- 
dred fifteen persons were Claremonters, the 
others were from out of town. 


The Cemetery Department crew laid 66 
foundations and placed 46 cornerposts in 1967. 


Thirty-eight new lots were sold during 1967. 
These were in Mountain View and Union Ceme- 
teries. 


There were no major equipment purchases 
made by the department in 1967. Some small 
equipment, however, was purchased. This in- 
cluded lawnmowers and shovels. 


The Cemetery Department also repaired 
approximately 100 sunken graves during the 
year besides routine maintenance of all ceme- 
teries in the city. 


The Union Cemetery in West Claremont is maintained 
by the Claremont Cemetery Department. Many of the older stones were braced by the department in 1967. 


The department is responsible for Mountain 
View and Union Cemeteries. The department 
also cares for High Street Cemetery in addition 
to the two listed above. Although there are 
no lots available for sale in this historic city 
cemetery or burials performed, it must be kept 
in good condition. Burials are still performed 
in the Pleasant Street Cemetery but there are 
no lots for sale. 


The Cemetery Department is also partially 
responsible for the care of St. Mary, Jarvis Hill 
and Meyer David Cemeteries. The department 
keeps the records and performs burials in both 
St. Mary and Meyer David Cemeteries. 


There are two men employed in the depart- 
ment year round besides the superintendent. 
There are about seven extra men employed dur- 
ing the summer months. 


The department, unlike many others in New 
England performs burials in the winter with 
the use of a special frost breaking machine. 


William Lewis was named head of the de- 
partment in 1967. He succeeds Cleo Hadley 
who retired in 1967 after 20 years of service. 
Lewis, once again, has been in the department 
for 12 years. 
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Visiting Nurse Association 


Mrs. Eleanor Parmelee 


The Visiting Nurse Association continued 
its busy activities in 1967. The Claremont 
Visiting Nurse Association continued to take 
Medicare patients records to individual doctors 
for review and new orders and then to Dr. C. F. 
Keeley, chairman of the Medical Advisory Board, 
every two months. During the review by Dr. 
Keeley, he and the head nurse, Mrs. Eleanor 
Parmelee review any problems which might have 
occurred and discuss care of the patients. 


In June of 1967, the Association received 
Federal Grant money for the operation under 
the Medicare program. It amounted to $3,025. 
Mrs. Parmelee reported that the money spent 
and the balance remaining must be reported to 
the Federal Government every six months. The 
money is to be used for the salary of the associa- 
tion clerk and physical therapist and for in- 
creases in nurses salaries. The Medicare program 
requires the services of both a therapist and a 
clerk. 


The by laws of the Visiting Nurse Associa- 
tion also had to be revised in 1967 to fit Medi- 
care requirements. The changes were drafted 
by Attorney George Zopf, the legal advisor to 
the association, and were accepted at a special 
meeting of the Board of Directors. 


In 1967, the fee for visits by the association 
nurses was raised from $3 to $4. This increase 
was made in March. 


The physical therapist for the Visiting Nurse 
Association is Mrs. Janice Yarwood. The Mary 


Hitchcock Memorial Hospital in Hanover was 
advised that she had been added to the staff. 


The part time clerk for the association is 
Mrs. Kathleen Carlson. A considerable amount 
of her time is spent with records for Medicare. 
During the year, Mrs. Betty Noyes, R.N., Home 
Health Agency Consultant for the Department of 
Health and Welfare visited the association several 
times in regards to Federal Budgets and By- 
laws. 


Three clinics were held during the year. 


The Well Baby Clinic was held from January 
to June and from October to December. A total 
of 156 children were brought to the clinic spon- 
sored by the Claremont General Hospital and 
the Lioness Club in addition to the Association. 
This was a decrease over the 271 babies treated 
in 1966. The children receive shots and are 
given check-ups at these clinics. Dr. Robert 
Lanzer is in charge of the clinic. He is assisted 
by Mrs. Betty Zerba of the Visiting Nurse 
Association and Mrs. Robbins of the Claremont 
General Hospital staff. The Lioness Club mem- 
bers sponsor the clinic and provide transpor- 
tation. 


The Crippled Children’s Clinic was held 
every three months during 1967 with a total 
of 39 children being treated. This clinic is 
sponsored by the State Department of Health 
in cooperation with the Claremont General Hos- 
pital and the Visiting Nurse Association. Dr. 
Lanzer, pediatrician and Dr. Robert Shoemaker, 
orthopedic specialist, are the doctors in charge 
of the clinic. They are assisted by Mrs. Robert 
Lanzer, R.N. of the association and a member 
of the state staff. Persons wishing to attend 
these clinics may contact the Visiting Nurse 
Association office at the Police Court. These 
clinics are for anyone under 21 years of age. 


The Association also in 1967 sponsored a 
Measles Clinic in cooperation with the state 
nurse and the Lioness Club. Thirty-seven at- 
tended. 

Mrs. Parmelee and Mrs. Zerba met with 
Mrs. Weiss, medical social worker for the Sullivan 
County Mental Health Clinic. Mrs. Weiss ex- 
plained the operation of the clinic to the two 
nurses and they, in turn, explained their pro- 
cedures to her. 

Mrs. Parmelee attended a school for lazy 
eye blindness in 1967. This occurs in children 
under six. It is expected that a clinic to detect 
this defect may be held by the Visiting Nurse 
Association in the near future. 

Mrs. Parmelee also attends a meeting spon- 
sored by Blue Cross-Blue Shield with Mrs. 
Carlson, the bookkeeer, on costs and reinburse- 
ments. Mrs. Parmelee also attended a meeting 
for Board members on Blue Cross-Blue Shield. 


In service education was held by the associa- 
tion via an autotutor. The program was on 
(Continued on Page 34) 


PAGE THIRTY-THREE 


Health Department 


TWO NEW FEDERAL LAWS enacted in 
1967 increased the work load for Dr. Wilson 
Haubrich, VMD, Claremont’s Health Inspector. 
These laws pertain to meat inspection and pollu- 
tion in streams. Although Dr. Haubrich said 
that to make sure specifications were met on 
both of these laws within three years he had a 
considerably larger work load, he felt that both 
laws were necessary in today’s society. 


In 1967, the Federal Government set up 
strict regulations regarding the slaughtering of 
animals and preparation of meat for sale. Dr. 
Haubrich said that all meat plants had three 
years to comply by the rules, but that the Clare- 
mont Beef Company expected to comply with 
all Federal regulations by mid 1968. During 
1967, Dr. Haubrich continued to be the meat 
inspector. He had to be in attendance each 
day at the local slaughtering house to make 
anti and post mortum examinations of all animals 
to be slaughtered that day. A Federal Meat 
inspector will take over these duties when the 
Federal regulations are complied with in 1968. 


In 1967, Dr. Haubrich was designated an 
agent by the New Hampshire Water Pollution 
Control Commission to act in matters pertaining 
to dumping trash or fill in the Sugar River and 
other streams in the area. A Federal law passed 
in 1967 also classified all rivers and calls for 
all rivers to be de-polluted and up to govern- 
ment specifications by 1970. Dr. Haubrich was 
impowered by the state to investigate and stop 
all persons polluting the rivers of Claremont 
and this vicinity. The appointment came after 
the Claremont City Council received complaints 
about trash and fill being put in the Sugar River. 


During 1967, Dr. Haubrich and the Building 
inspector Clifford Lamere continued to work 
together on many problems. Dr. Haubrich said 
that because of many new laws which make the 
Health Inspector and Building Inspector’s jobs 
overlap, he and Mr. Lamere worked constantly 
for more prompt remedies to sanitation and 
building problems in the city. 


Dr. Haubrich said that there was a constant 
increase in the number of nuisance calls received 
by his department. He said most of these com- 
plaints concerned the sewage regulations. 


He also said that because of the new Federal 
laws pertaining to sewage disposal that there 
had been maps made of every sewage line in 
the city of Claremont including those on private 
property. 

Dr. Kenneth Staples, VMD, continued to 
act as the city’s milk inspector. Monthly bac- 
teriological tests are taken and are kept on file 
in the department. All dairies in the area are 
inspected by Dr. Staples. 


Dr. Haubrich continued to be _ responsible 
for inspection of all restaurants in Claremont. 


He said that there are four routine examinations 
during the year and that once a year, restaurant 
items are sent to a laboratory for a bacteria 
count. He said that Claremont continues to 
have one of the strictest licensing codes for 
restaurants in the state. 


Dr. Haubrich said that only a few com- 
municable diseases were reported to his office 
1967. He said that as more vaccines are dis- 
covered to aid in preventing disease, these re- 
ports from doctors are less and less. 


Dr. Haubrich has been Claremont’s Health 
Supervisor since 1939. He is also a member of 
the Board of Health. Claremont’s board generally 
consists of a veterinarian, a dentist, a doctor, a 
housewife and a merchant. Members in 1967 
were the same as those of 1966. They are Dr. 
Haubrich, Dr. Crandall, Dr. Ferriter, Sam Bayer 
and Mrs. Honorine Bourdon. The Board of Health 
holds four regular meetings a year. 


Visiting Nurse Association 
(Continued From Page 33) 


diabetes with the nurses employed in the associa- 
tion, the school nurse and the tuberculosis nurse. 
The machine for the course was furnished by 
the state. 


The Association aided the Parks and Rec- 
reation Department with the Christmas gift and 
Thanksgiving gift programs. 


During 1967, there was a totalmonme2com 
visits made by the nurses of the Association. 
Five hundred eighty-five were admitted for service 
and 54 were discharged. There were 178 per- 
sons that were not at home at the time of the 
visit or not found. Three hundred thirty-five 
were not taken under care. There were 1023 
visits made to those persons over 65. A total 
of $8584 was collected. This included the Fed- 
eral Grant mentioned above. 


There were twenty-one paid therapy visits. 
There was one free therapy visit. Of the total 
visits made, there were 1,073 paid visits and 
279 partial paid visits. Nine hundred eighty-two 
were free. 


Mrs. Parmelee has headed the Visiting 
Nurse Association since 1963. She is assisted 
by two part time registered nurses, Mrs. Betty 
Zerba and Mrs. Robert Lanzer. The department 
also has a part time clerk and a part time 
physical therapist. Both of these positions were 
added in 1966 under Medicare provisions. 


SSS 
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City 


City Manager 


Manager George C. 


Benway shown at his desk at City Hall. 
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Cover photo is an aerial view of the Claremont Vocational Technical Institute. Ground breaking ceremonies for 
the structure were held on September 15, 1967. Photo by Police Department Photo by Hal Johnson. All others 
by Wayne Carter. This city report was compiled and edited by Donna Lee King through the assistance of 
department heads. ; 
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